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I often received a summons to visit my grandmother, the
Empress Augusta, at Coblenz. In this dear old castle, with
its beautiful and peaceful grounds and its magnificent view
across to Ehrenbreitstein, I spent unforgettable hours. Among
the numerous visitors I met there was General von Gocben,
who at the time commanded the Vlllth Army Corps, and whom
my grandmother held In high esteem, I had a sincere
reverence for this wonderful man, who, with his spectacles and
delicately formed features, had the appearance of a scholar
rather than a soldier. He told me many incidents of his event-
ful career, particularly dwelling on his adventures In the
Spanish Civil War (when he fought on the side of the Carlists),
and on the events of his three glorious campaigns for the
Fatherland. Thus I was fortunate enough to obtain facts at
first hand.

At the express wish of my grandmother I got in touch with
the officers of the IVth Battalion of the Queen Augusta
Grenadier Guards, stationed at Coblenz. The attitude of the
regiment towards their exalted Colonel-in-Chief was one of
reverential love, and not a day passed without some of the
officers being bidden as guests to my grandmother's table.
As for the Empress, she looked upon her regiment as her
family ; she was their mother, and the " Augustaners " were
made to feel themselves her sons. I had an excellent oppor-
tunity of observing this on the occasion of the jubilee
celebration of the regiment, when I accompanied the Empress
on her visit of Inspection to the barracks, and afterwards to
the officers' quarters. It was touching to witness the loving
devotion of all ranks, to their Colonel-in-Chief.

A sight I shall never forget was the swearing in of recruits
to the regiment. It took place In the entrance hall of the
castle, below the grand staircase, in the presence of the
Emperor himself. High above the assembled soldiers, at the head
of the stairs, stood the Supreme War Lord, the tattered banners
of the regiment rustling over his head. A little behind Mm,
a few steps higher, stood the Empress with me by her side,
and as the oath to the colours was given in loud and impressive
tones it seemed to soar upwards towards the venerable figure